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ICRC | Gaza: deset let
4. září 2017

Zpráva Mezinárodního výboru Červeného kříže se zabývá důsledky již desetileté blokády
Gazy, kdy je omezen pohyb zboží i osob. Zpráva upozorňuje na rostoucí chudobu, extrémní
nezaměstnanost (vzdor nejvyššímu poměru vzdělaných osob). Dochází k trvalé postupné
degradaci všech oblastí života a závislosti na humanitární pomoci. Elektřina je přinejlepším
v provozu 8 h denně, navíc nepravidelně, což znemožňuje řádnou činnost zdravotnických
zařízení, ale i vodovodů a kanalizací. Trvalé řešení problémů může přijít nikoli od obyvatel
Gazy, ale jen od klíčových politických aktérů
- - - plný text - - In recent months, Gaza has witnessed an accelerated and worrying degradation of the
humanitarian situation. Restrictions imposed on the movement of people and goods,
aggravated by internal Palestinian differences, has fenced off Gaza from the rest of the world
hand is suffocating its economy. Poverty levels have reached their worst according to official
statistics. Despite the availability of fruits and vegetables in the market, the purchasing power
is low.
For over a decade, the two million people in Gaza have experienced a gradual degradation
of all aspects of people’s lives and compromise their access to health care, water and power.
The control of Gaza’s three main entry and exit points is at the core of the problem. It
exacerbates Gaza’s slow but perpetual economic decline and its dependency on
humanitarian aid. Seven out of ten Gazans live off humanitarian aid. While Gaza is among
the places with the highest education rates in the world, it also has one of the highest
unemployment rates worldwide notably among young graduates standing at over 60%
(according to UN statistics, August 2017).
And although the situation in Gaza looks normal on the surface as if life is going on, the
chronic electricity problems casts its shadow on the daily life of the people in Gaza.
Chronic power shortages have plagued the Gaza Strip for years and fostered a dependency
on power provisions from Egypt and Israel, both of which are insufficient and intermittent.
Gaza’s very own power plant (GPP) which was hit during the 2014 conflict and later repaired,
remains unable to meet the needs of the two million people living in the Gaza Strip. To
produce power, the plant is heavily reliant on fuel, which must be imported into Gaza.
Insufficient fuel imports and scarcity of funds have forced Gaza’s Electricity Distribution
Company (GEDCO) to ration its power provision. For the past ten years, power provision
schemes have been in place across the Gaza Strip with electricity being available for eight
hours a day at best. Fuel, which is used to run generators, outside of the hours power is
provided within, can be used by those who can afford it- a minority of Gaza’s population and
service providers.
The energy crisis is impacting essential services including the provision of health care
services. It is interrupting surgical operations and reducing the operating hours of water and
waste water treatment plants or stopping them all together. As a result, 100,000 cubic metres
of untreated sewage is pumped into the sea on a daily basis, traveling far beyond Gaza’s
borders.
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The energy crisis has dealt another blow to the quality of life of people in Gaza. Their daily
lives are heavily impacted by the electricity shortages in most neighborhoods in Gaza and
people have taken to the planning of their daily chores around the energy crisis.
Despite all the challenges, Palestinian families in Gaza tried to cope with the situation,
namely shortage in electricity, to be able to cover their needs. Some families bought UPS
chargers, but they only produce enough to operate for lights, TV, and internet router, any
heavier equipment, such as refrigerators and laundry machines, cannot be run on UPSs. In
some neighborhoods, big electricity generators were installed by individuals for household
use. To receive electricity line from the generator, a family has to buy 1KWATT for 3.5
shekels (1 USD) while they used to buy the 1KWATT from the electricity company for 0.5
shekels only (0.14 USD). It means another financial burden for an already stretched families
with an average income of 1’500 shekels (420 USD) a month.
Living with chronic power shortages has become the new normal for people in Gaza. The
battered infrastructure and the poor economy is already exerting a heavy toll on people here
as is. The energy crisis is yet another blow.
Even if people in Gaza manage to find temporary solutions, a durable solution must be found
which can only come from the key political actors.
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